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Ancient Greek. 
 
   Θουκυδιδ́ης  Ἀθηναῖος ξυνέγραψε τὸν πόλεµον τῶν Πελοποννησιών και ̀ 
Ἀθηναιών, ὡς ἐπολέµησαν πρὸς αλ̓λήλους, ἀρξάµενος εὐθὺς καθισταµένου 
καὶ ἐλπίσας µέγαν τε ἔσεσθαι καὶ ἀξιολογώτατον τῶν προγεγενηµένων. 
    
 Classical Latin (scansion). 
                                               
 Donec eris felix, multos numerabis amicos 
    tēmpŏră  sī fŭĕrīnt  nūbĭlă  sōlŭs ĕrs 
 

Saxon typeface.    
 Pe æꞇhꞃẏnon mıꝺ uꞃum aꞃun þa ẏðan þæꞅ ꝺeopan ƿælıꞅ; ƿe ᵹeſaƿon eac þa 
munꞇaꞅ ẏmbe þæꞃe ſealꞇan ſæ ſꞇꞃanꝺe, anꝺ ƿe mıꝺ aðeneꝺum hꞃæᵹle anꝺ...  
 
I.P.A. 
 
phonetician /ˌfǝʊnǝˈtɪʃǝn/  dog /dɒɡ/  bird /bɜːd/  teacher /ˈtiːʧǝ/  
father /ˈfɑːðǝ/  paw /pɔː/  jam /ʤæm/  cup  /kʌp/  theatre /ˈθiːǝtǝ/ 
chirurgie  /ʃiryrʒi/   cuisinière  /kɥɩzinjɛːr/   majeur  /maʒœr/ 
   
Polish.  
Jest więc taki świat, 
nad którym los sprawuję niezależny? 
Czas, który wiążę łańcuchami znaków? 
 
Russian.  
 «Чтo этo? я пaдaю? y мeня ноги подкaшиʙaютcя », - подyмaл он и yпaл нa 
cпинy. Oн pacкpыл глaэa, нaдeяcь yʙидaть, чeм кончмлacъ боpьбa фpaнцyзоʙ c 
apтиллepиcтaми, и жeлaя знaть, yбит или нeт pыжий apтиллepиcт... 
 
Hebrew. 

  רֶץ׃הָאָ ת בָּרָא אֱלֹהִים אֵת הַשָּׁמַיִם וְאֵתשִׁיבְּרֵא אאאא
 הַמָּיִם׃תְהוֹם וְרוּחַ אֱלֹהִים מְרַחֶפֶת עַל־פְּנֵי  וְהָאָרֶץ הָיְתָה תֹהוּ וָבֹהוּ וְחשֶׁׂךְ עַל־פְּנֵי בבבב
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Hiragana. 
 
いろはにほへと ちりぬるを 
わかよたれそ つねならむ 
うゐのおくやま けふこえて 
あさきゆめみし ゑひもせすん 
 
Gothic. 
 
  
 

 
 
 
Runic characters. 
 

ᚠᚡᚢᚣᚤᚥᚦᚧᚨᚩᚪᚫᚬᚭᚮᚯᚰᚱᚲᚳᚴᚵᚶᚷᚸᚹᚺᚻᚼᚽᚾᚿᛀᛁᛂᛃᛄᛅᛆᛇᛈᛉᛊᛋᛌᛍᛎᛏᛐᛑᛒᛓᛔᛕᛖᛗᛘᛙᛚᛛᛜᛝ
ᛞᛟᛠᛡᛢᛣᛤᛥᛦᛧᛨᛩᛪ᛫᛬᛭ᛮᛯᛰ 
    
Ogham. 
  
᚛ᚄᚐᚌᚏᚐᚌᚅᚔ ᚋᚐᚊᚔ ᚉᚒᚅᚐᚈᚐᚋᚔ᚜ 
 

Oscan alphabet.  
�                                                 

a  b  g  d   e   v  z  h   i  k  l  m  n   p   r  s  t  u  f   í   ú 
 

Etruscan.  
 
 
           

 
 
Celtiberian.  
      :        :          :       :         :        

     :     :      :         :         :       

 

 

Old Nordic.  
Þat segik fall á fǫgrum           |      
flotna randar botni.                |      
Ræs gǫfumk reiðar mána      ⏔ |      
Ragnarr auk fjǫlð sagna.         |     
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Old Persian cuneform.  
                    
                
 
 
Devanagari (Sanskrit). 
 
अा ोा ाहाा ा ााः ाुाहाााू । 
अिाारे ाो ौा ाााौ ाााािा  ॥१३॥ 
 
 
Linear B.  
Syllabary ª « ¬  ® ¯ ° ± ² ³ ´ µ ¶ · ¸ ¹ º » ¼ ½ ¾ ¿ À Á Â Ã Ä Å Æ Ç È É Ê 
Ideograms Ì Í Î Ï Ð Ñ Ò Ó Ô Õ Ö × Ø Ù Ú Û Ü  Ý Þ ß à á â ã ä å 
 
 
Phoenician.  
                                     
alef      bet    gimel     dalet       he      waw  zayin     het         tet         yod         kaf 
 

                                            
lamed     mum      nun   samekh   ayin      pe     tsade    qof    resh     shin        taw 

 
 
Cypriot.  
����   pa-si-le-u-se   βασιλεύς   king 
�����    a-to-ro-po-se   ἄνθρωπος   man 
����     po-to-li-se   πτόλις   town 

 
 
Ugaritic signs.  
 

               
                
 
 
Coptic.  
Ϧⲉⲛ ⲧⲁⲣⲭⲏ ⲛⲉ ⲡⲓⲥⲁϫⲓ ⲡⲉ. ⲟⲩⲟϩ ⲡⲓⲥⲁϫⲓ ⲛⲁϥⲭⲏ ϧⲁⲧⲉⲛ ⲫϯ. ⲟⲩⲟϩ ⲛⲉ ⲟⲩⲛⲟⲩϯ ⲡⲉ 
ⲡⲓⲥⲁϫⲓ. ⲫⲁⲓ ⲉⲛⲁϥⲭⲏ ⲓⲥϫⲉⲛϩⲏ ϧⲁⲧⲉⲛ ⲫϯ. ϩⲱⲃ ⲛⲓⲃⲉⲛ ⲁⲩ ϣⲱⲡⲓ ⲉⲃⲟⲗ ϩⲓⲧⲟⲧϥ. ⲟⲩⲟϩ 
ⲁⲧϭⲛⲟⲩϥ ⲙ̅ⲡⲉ ϩⲗⲓ ϣⲱⲡⲓ ϧⲉⲛ ⲫⲏ ⲥⲧⲁϥϣⲱⲡⲓ. ⲛⲉ ⲡⲱⲛϧ ⲡⲉⲧⲉⲛϧⲏⲧϥ. 
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Brahmi.  
  
        
    
      
 
 
 
Avestan.  
 1 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Old Cyrillic.  
 

 1111 
 
1111        
2222                 
3333          
 

Γлaʙà 1 
 
1111    Bъ нaчáлѣ cотʙоpѝ бг҃ъ нéбо и ҆ ꙁéмлю. 
2222 Ꙁeмлѧ ́жe б нeʙид́нмa и ҆ нeꙋcтpóeнa, и ҆ тмà ʙepχ бéꙁдны, и ҆ дχъ҃ бж҃ïй 
ношáшecѧ ʙepχ ʙоды̀. 
3333 И peчè бг҃ъ: дa бдeтъ cʙтъ. И бы́cтʙ cʙтъ. 
 
 
Glagolitic.  
Ⰰ Ⰱ Ⰲ Ⰳ Ⰴ Ⰵ Ⰶ Ⰷ Ⰸ Ⰹ Ⰺ Ⰻ Ⰼ Ⰽ Ⰾ Ⰿ Ⱀ Ⱁ Ⱂ Ⱃ Ⱄ Ⱅ Ⱆ Ⱇ Ⱈ Ⱉ Ⱊ Ⱋ Ⱌ Ⱍ Ⱎ Ⱏ Ⱐ Ⱑ Ⱒ Ⱓ Ⱔ Ⱕ 
Ⱖ Ⱗ Ⱘ Ⱙ Ⱚ Ⱛ Ⱞ 
 
 
Kharosthi. 

- Combinations with letter “k”:             !◌     #◌     $◌     %◌     &◌  
                                                            ka       ki       ku      kr       ke      ko 

- Inscription written in Kharosthi:  %◌   '$(%)*!+,*'!-.  ←←←←    ci-ttha ma-sa di-va-se pra-ddha-me 
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Imperial Aramaic.  
      0     1    2   3   4     5    6    7    8   9    : 

 
      ;    <    =   >    @     A     B   C     D   E    F 

              
          Aramaic numbers:   G H I J K L M N 
 

 
 
Inscriptional Parthian.  
O    P    Q   R     S     T   U    V   W   X   Y 

 

 Z    [   \    ]   ^   _   `    a   b    c    d 
 

 

   Note that the letters marked in red were only used to write loan words from Aramaic.  

 

 
 
Inscriptional Pahlavi.  
     e     f    g    h      i      j    k     l      m   n 

  
       o   p   q      r      s    t     u    v     w 

  
                        Pahlavi numbers:   x y z { | } ~ � 
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The Phaistos Disc.  
        ����������������������� 
        ��������� ¡¢£¤¥¦§¨©ª«¬ 
 
 
Byzantine musical symbols.  
 ® ¯ ° ± ² ³ ´ µ ¶ · ¸ ¹ º » ¼ ½ ¾ ¿ À Á Â Ã Ä Å Æ Ç 
È É Ê Ë Ì Í Î Ï Ð Ñ Ò Ó Ô Õ Ö × Ø Ù Ú Û Ü Ý Þ ß 
à á â ã ä å æ ç è é ê ë ì í î ïð ñ ò ó ô  
 
 
Hieroglyphic Meroitic.  
õ   ö   ÷   ø   ù   ú   û   ü   ý   þ   �  �  �   �   �   
�   �   �    	    
 �   �     �   �   �    �   �   �   
�    �   �           
Cursive Meroitic. 

 �   �    �   �    �    �    �    �    �       !   "   #    $    %    
&   '    (   )  *   +   ,     -    .                         
 
Old Turkic.  
- The Orkhon variant of the Turkic Runes: 
 

/ 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 : ; < = > ? @ A B C  
D E F G H I J K L M N O P Q R S T U V W X 
 
- The Yenisei variant of the Turkic Runes: 
 

Y Z [ \ ] ^ _ ` a b c d e f g h 
i j k l m n o p q r s t u v w 
  
Old Hungarian.  
x y z { | } ~ � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � 
� � � � � � � � �� � � �   ¡ ¢  £ ¤ ¥ ¦ § ¨ © ª 
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